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SENATOR J. WILLIAM FULBRIGHT’S LEGACY  
�
�

�
�

“I have always had great difficulty – since the initiation of the Fulbrighter Scholarships 
in 1946 - in trying to find the words that would persuasively explain that educational 
exchange is not merely one of those nice but marginal activities in which we engage 
in international affairs, but rather, from the standpoint of future world peace and order, 
probably the most important and potentially rewarding of our foreign policy activities.” 

 
J. William Fulbright  

The Price of Empire 
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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR OF THE BOARD: JULIE GIANELLO NI CONNOR 
 
The Fulbright Program in Chile had a banner year in 2003.  In terms of the number of 
grantees, activities carried out, profile of the Commission, and program mix, all members of 
the U.S.-Chile Fulbright family have reason to be proud of the successes of 2003. 
 
As the statistics at the back of this report indicate, the number of grantees, both Chilean and 
U.S., in core long-term programs increased in 2003.  For example, the number of U.S. 
Visiting Scholars doubled from five in 1999 to 10 in 2003.  This increase is especially 
significant in that in 1999 U.S. scholars were limited to one semester in Chile, whereas in 
2003 U.S. scholars could, and did, stay for a full academic year, if they so desired.  Similarly, 
the number of Chileans studying for advanced degrees in the U.S. increased from 26 in 1999 
to 46 in 2003.   These increases were made possible by a number of factors, but one is of 
special significance.  Beginning in 2000, the Government of Chile made good its 1997 
pledge, contained in the bilateral Fulbright agreement, to financially support the Fulbright 
Program.  For 2003, the Government of Chile contributed US$300,000.   
 
In 2003, the Commission launched several important new activities.  Under the able 
leadership of Chairman Claudio Orrego, the Commission presented to the Chilean and U.S. 
governments the first-ever Tri-Annual Report, he also proposed a competition on new 
information technologies, which was held, with the competition winner subsequently carrying 
out a number of web-related activities.  In July, I had the honor of chairing a panel at the 
Commission-AmCham co-organized seminar on “The Importance of Being Bilingual in a 
Globalized World,” which attracted a very large and attentive audience.  These activities were 
carried out in addition to a very active calendar of regular events, such as orientation 
sessions, lectures by Fulbrighters, a Fulbright anniversary dinner, mid-term reports, and 
candidate selection panels. 
 
Fulbright Commission members, scholars, and alumni had the opportunity to interact with 
many top Chilean officials in 2003, thus raising the profile of the Fulbright Program.   Among 
those opportunities were: 
·  The speech by Minister of Justice Luis Bates at the June Fulbright anniversary dinner, 

which was hosted by U.S. Ambassador William Brownfield. 
·  The presentation of the Tri-Annual Report to Minister of Foreign Affairs Soledad Alvear in 

June 2003. 
·  The participation as keynote speaker of Minister of Education Sergio Bitar in our seminar 

on bilingualism in July 2003. 
 
I would like to mention that the Fulbright Board in 2003 tried hard to keep up with trends in 
Chile, revising our program mix to respond to changing conditions.  For example, in response 
to the call of Minister of Education Bitar to make Chile a bilingual country by 2010, the 
Commission co-sponsored the seminar on bilingualism and increased its activities in the field 
of English-language teaching, including launching a new program for native English Teaching 
Assistants, who will work in university English-language classrooms. 
 
This very successful year has only been possible thanks to the hard work and dedication of 
the Fulbright staff, headed by Executive Director Denise Saint-Jean, and by the enthusiasm 
and policy guidance emanating from my fellow Board members.  On behalf of the entire 
Fulbright family, I would like to thank the staff and the Board for their efforts, which resulted in 
the successes of 2003. 
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I.  FULBRIGHT COMMISSION BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
 
New Member of the Fulbright Board of Directors 
In December 2002, William R. Brownfield, Ambassador of the United States of America to 
Chile, and Honorary President of the Fulbright Commission, appointed Richard W. Diego to 
join the binational Board of Directors of the Fulbright Commission, replacing Kenneth Gentile, 
who was appointed in 1998 and had completed two consecutive terms as a United States 
Board member.   
 
Richard W. Diego graduated with a Bachelor of Arts in political science from the University of 
Rutgers in 1969 and obtained a Ph.D. in law at New York University in 1974.  Currently, he 
holds the position of Managing Director for Chile-Paraguay at Wachovia Securities.  In March 
2003 Mr. Diego became the chairman of the AmCham Board Directors. 
 
Foreign Affairs Minister María Soledad Alvear Recei ves Tri-Annual Report from the 
Board of Directors of the Fulbright Commission in C hile 
In June, the Fulbright Commission Board of Directors, represented by Chair of the Board 
Claudio Orrego L., presented the 2000-2002 Tri-Annual Report to the Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, María Soledad Alvear.  The Chargé d’ Affaires of the United States Embassy, Philip 
S. Goldberg, as well as Commission Board members, Fulbright alumni, U.S. scholars and 
representative from the government, diplomatic, and academic communities attended the 
ceremony. 

 
This ceremony was organized within the framework of the binational character of the 
Fulbright Commission, as consolidated in the agreement signed in Washington, D.C., in 1997 
by the Minister of Foreign Affairs, José Miguel Insulza, and Secretary of State Madeleine 
Albright.  This agreement established, for the first time in South America, a binational 
commission in which both nations are equal partners in managing the Fulbright Program 
through the provision of regular financial contributions.  
�
The Fulbright Commission celebrates 48 years in Chi le 
In June, William R. Brownfield, Ambassador of the United States of America and Honorary 
Co-Chairman of the Fulbright Commission, held a reception in his residence to commemorate 
48 years of the Fulbright Program in Chile.  
 
Representing Fulbright alumni, Minister of Justice Luis Bates, a 1990 Fulbrighter, referred to 
the “Fulbright Experience” in his speech, reflecting on the value of freedom in the United 
States university environment and also on the perseverance and personal responsibility 
needed to complete a degree in the United States.  
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Likewise, Board President Claudio Orrego, stated, “During the last year, the Fulbright 
Program has been marked by three concepts:  alliance, community and decentralization.   
Alliance:  because we have intensified our policy of pursuing agreements with other 
institutions in order to increase our achievements in the strengthening of higher education in 
Chile.  Community:  because we have made an enormous effort in keeping the members of 
this family in contact, especially those who are studying in the United States, and welcoming 
them home when they return after completing their studies.  We have also generated relevant 
initiatives for the Chilean community, such as the bilingual seminar, and Fulbright support for 
the First Latin American Congress on the Web.  De-centralization:  because we have visited 
many regional universities, and encouraged their increasing participation in the activities of 
our program.” 
�
�
II.  NEW PROGRAM:  ENGLISH TEACHING ASSISTANTS  
 
In mid 2003, the Board of Directors of the Fulbright Commission approved the 
implementation of a grant program for Native English Teaching Assistants, to support 
universities in the preparation and training of future English teachers. 
  
The main objective of this program is to provide university students with the opportunity to 
have permanent contact with a native English speaker for a complete academic year, in both 
formal and informal conversations, individually and in groups.  The English Teaching 
Assistants will collaborate with university professors in the organization of working networks 
within the universities, the city, and the region.  
 
 
III. OUTREACH ACTIVITIES 

�
The Fulbright Commission, represented by Executive Director Denise Saint-Jean, made 
several promotional trips, visiting the cities of Concepción, Osorno, Puerto Montt, San Felipe, 
and Valdivia.  
 
Presentations were given to officials and professors from universities in those cities regarding 
the various opportunities available under the Fulbright Program in Chile in relation to 
graduate studies (Master’s degrees and Ph.D.’s), to programs not leading to academic 
degrees and to teacher exchange programs.  

 
Teacher Exchange Program  
Promotional meetings were held in schools and at school district premises, to explain the 
Teacher Exchange Program for High School English Teachers.  Principals and teachers of 
English attended these meetings. 
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USA-Chile Educational Fairs 
The Fulbright Commission participated in the “2003 USA – Chile Educational Fairs,” where 
more than thirty university and higher education institutes from the United States presented 
their programs.  These fairs were held in Santiago, Valparaíso, Antofagasta, Concepción, 
and Temuco during the month of June.  The Fulbright Program participated with the 
collaboration of former grantees from each city, who explained to the attendees what it 
means to be a Fulbrighter. 

 
Bilingual Seminar   
In July, the Fulbright Commission and the Chilean American Chamber of Commerce 
(AmCham) held a Seminar entitled “The Importance of Being Bilingual in a Globalized World.” 
 
The event, at which Minister of Education Sergio Bitar gave the keynote address, gathered 
scholars, business professionals, and politicians. The objectives of the seminar were to 
analyze the importance of speaking English in the professional, cultural, and social 
development of Chile and to encourage English teachers to improve the teaching and 
learning of English. 
 
Contest Information and Communication Technologies 
The Web Research Center (CIW) of the Computer Sciences Department at the University of 
Chile’s College of Physical and Mathematical Sciences was the winner of a Fulbright 
Commission contest, “Information and Communication Technologies.”  The focal point of the 
project was to hold, in Chile, the First Latin American Congress on the web.  This event was 
organized under the direction of Dr. Ricardo Baeza-Yates, Director of the CIW, and brought 
together important members of the academic world to discuss solutions to strengthen the 
web.   

 
The Web Research Center also carried out other activities during the year, such as the “First 
Contest on Ideas, Inventions and Essays on the Web,” which convened students to present 
projects on the trends, developments, and social implications of the web.  The CIW also 
created the “Digital Window,” with the objective of promoting widespread use of broadband 
Internet connections to increase awareness of this new method of communication.  

 
Registry for Chilean Host Universities 
In November, the Fulbright Commission invited the Directors of International Affairs of the 
universities in the country to a breakfast meeting, in order to present the “Fulbright Registry 
for Host Universities,” which allows Chilean higher education institutions to request United 
States scholars and/or researchers.  
 

IV. ORIENTATION ACTIVITIES 
�
The Pre-Departure Orientation workshop for 
Chilean grantees was held in June, with 
presenters Julie Gianelloni Connor, Board 
member; Ricardo Reich, General 
Coordinator for the Higher Education Equity 
and Quality Improvement Program 
(MECESUP); and Eugenio Spencer, 
Director of the Human Resources and 
Scholarship Department of the National 



 	

Commission on Scientific and Technological Research (CONICYT).  
 
Paul Fermoile, Consul General of the United States Embassy, spoke on the administrative 
issues of the Fulbright Program, such as procedures and regulations related to the J1 
Exchange Visitor Visa.  Finally, “The Experience of Being a Fulbrighter” was shared by Sarah 
Chambers, United States Visiting Professor 2002; Rodrigo Rojas, Fulbrighter 2000; and 
Pablo Mora, Fulbrighter 1997.  Gilberto Calvo, President of the Fulbright Alumni Association 
of Chile, explained the goals of the organization.  
 
Likewise, during July, United States and Chilean English teachers from the High School 
Teacher Exchange Program (TEP) met in Santiago for their Pre-Departure Orientation.  
Fulbright alumni and representatives from the Ministry of Education participated in the 
workshop and discussed topics related to high school education in Chile. 
 
An orientation workshop was held in September, in conjunction with the U.S. Embassy, for 
United States student grantees who had recently arrived to Chile.  The meeting focused on 
discussing both the research projects to be carried out and the feasibility of host institution 
affiliations. 

 
Finally, one of the most remarkable accomplishments of the Fulbright Program is the advisory 
and guidance process during the placement at United States universities.  Orientation 
meetings for selected grantees who will start their studies in August 2004 began in 
September 2003 at the Commission.  Later, in October, students attended a breakfast 
meeting at which they were formally introduced to some members of the Fulbright family:  
Board members, participant panelists on the Selection Committees, and Fulbright alumni who 
had recently returned to the country.  The objective of the meeting was to counsel the new 
Fulbright nominees regarding the university system in the United States.��
 
V. U.S. GRANTEES IN CHILE�

�
Senior Specialists 
In  2002, the Fulbright Program started the Fulbright Senior Specialist Program, which is a 
short-term award (between 2 and 6 weeks) with the objective of extending the flexibility of the 
traditional Fulbright grant, by allowing United States professors and professionals to 
collaborate with their Chilean colleagues in the development of curricula, teaching, 
institutional planning, and participation in seminars and workshops, among others activities.  

 

 



 
�

Towards the end of the year 2002, the Fulbright Program awarded four United States Senior 
Specialists, while in 2003, seven Senior Specialist were placed with Chilean institutions 
(Fundación Chile, Catholic University in Valparaíso, University of Atacama, University Alberto 
Hurtado, and Austral  University, among others). 
 
United States Visiting Scholars 
In 1999, five United States professors participated in the Fulbright Program for Visiting 
Scholars, which involved a total cost of US$ 66,000.  The number of professors has been 
increasing regularly each year.  Thus, in 2003, ten United States professors were selected, 
collaborating with faculty at the Pontific Catholic University, the University of Chile, the 
University of Concepción, Diego Portales University, and the University of Development.  The 
increase in the number of Visiting Professors resulted in a rise in the funds spent on this 
grant, totaling US$ 214,000 for fiscal year 2003.  
 
Lectures by Visiting Scholars from the United State s  

 
Dr. Paul Abraham Lectures on English Education  
In March, Dr. Paul Abraham, a Visiting Scholar from the U.S., met with Fulbright alumni, 
teachers, and academic specialists in English as a Second Language (ESL).  During the 
meeting, the attendees were able to learn about Dr. Abraham’s experience in English-
language instruction, as well as to learn about teaching techniques and methodologies.  

 
Ricardo Austrich Meets with Architects  
In April, Ricardo Austrich, a landscape architect from The Halvorson Design Partnership, 
gave a presentation to a group of Fulbright architects, academics, and other field specialists 
on his participation in the “Central Artery Project” of the city of Boston.  He also drew parallels 
between the scope and similarity of this project with the Chilean “Costanera Norte” project. 
Following the presentation, the attendees had an intercultural dialogue on the role of the 
architect in society and discussed the responsibility of architects to increasingly involve 
communities in urban projects.   

�
Dr. Michael L. Wolfe Gives Presentation on Wildlife  Conservation  
In July, Doctor Michael L. Wolfe, Professor from the Fisheries and Wildlife Department of 
Utah State University, gave a presentation on “Development of Wildlife Conservation in the 
United States with References to the Chilean Case.”  Students of agriculture and veterinary 
sciences from Santiago universities and Fulbright grantees attended the lecture.  
 
Presentation of United States Students’ Mid-Term Re ports 
The Fulbright Commission organizes a yearly meeting at which the United States students 
present their Spanish-language mid-term reports on the progress of their research projects, 
six months after having arrived in Chile.  Commission Board members are invited to these 
presentations, as well as the Chilean tutors of the U.S. students.  
�
During the presentations, the Ambassador of the United States of America, William R. 
Brownfield, stressed the valuable purpose of the Fulbright Program and the important role 
that the students themselves play as U.S. ambassadors in Chile.  

 



 



VI. FULBRIGHT ALUMNI ASSOCIATION (FAA) 
�
In 2003, the Association achieved its objectives of consolidating the organization, increasing 
interaction, and supporting the Fulbright Commission, and the international Alumni 
organization.  
 
The functioning of the Association was intensified through monthly Board of Directors 
meetings, and the body’s legal status was revalidated, after a three-year recess.  Also, a new 
corporate image was created, strengthening the Association’s identity.  
 
A breakfast meeting was held in September, under the title “Professional Practices and Free 
Trade Agreements: Perspectives and Dilemmas,” which was attended by two FTA 
negotiators from the State Department.  
 
The involvement of the FAA Board of Directors in the gatherings and work meetings of the 
Commission has helped to transmit to new Fulbrighters the importance of continuously 
cultivating the spirit that originated the Program.  Also, the regular letters from the President 
of the Association are meant to keep Fulbrighters in touch, and to build a true information and 
association network.  
�
This year, the Chilean Fulbright Alumni Association is better equipped to meet the future 
challenges of providing effective collaboration with the Fulbright Program and with its ideals, 
especially in relation to respect and fellowship amidst diversity.  

�
 
VII. TRENDS  

�
A.  Chilean Grantees by Gender 
In the last five years (1999-2003), the gender distribution of Chilean grantees has shown a 
stable proportion of men and women.  
 
Between the years 1999 and 2001, when the average number of awards was 38, the 
percentages recorded for men were 58%, and 59%, respectively, while for women the figures 
were 42% and 41%. 

  
    



 
�

In the last two years, the total number of awards to Chilean students increased, with a growth 
in the proportion of men selected (63%).1  The high percentage of men is related to the 
Fulbright Commission’s objective of encouraging and supporting doctoral studies, with mainly 
men pursuing these programs.   
 
On the other hand, women dominated in programs for which the applicants come from a 
different age group, such as the English Teacher Exchange Program (TEP).  This was 
highlighted in the year 2003, when only female teachers were selected2. 

 
  Graph 1. Grantees by Sex, Years 1999-2003  
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
B.  Chilean Grantees by Field of Study 
In 2003, 13 (9 Ph.D., 3 Master, 1 Dissertation Research) of 57 grantees applied for programs 
in engineering and applied sciences.  The areas of education and the humanities, and social 
sciences followed, each having 9 grantees accepted in programs of study.3 
 
C.  Chilean Grantees by Region and Socioeconomic Se ctors 
Over half of all Fulbright awards are granted to students from medium to high socioeconomic 
groups of the Santiago Metropolitan Area.  Because of the quality of secondary and higher 
education received, these are the students that are better prepare to face the selection 
process of the top U.S. universities (academic excellence, fluency in English, and motivation 
for continuous advancement in their chosen fields of study, among others) during which the 
applicants must compete with their international peers.  
 
However, the Teacher Exchange Program has allowed teachers from lower socioeconomic 
sectors, and from smaller Chilean cities, who usually pursued their higher education in 
regional universities, to be selected for awards. 

 
�

 

                                                        

 � See Addendum 1, Comparative Table:  Grantees per Year, to observe the increase, differentiated by  Grant 
Program.�
� �See Addendum 2, Chilean Grantees, Differentiated by Grant Program and Gender. �
3 See Addendum 3, Chilean Grantees  by Field of Study. 
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VIII. FUNDING OF THE FULBRIGHT PROGRAM IN CHILE 
�

During the year 2003, a significant increase was recorded in financial contributions to the 
Fulbright program managed by the Chilean Commission, due mostly to educational 
institutions in both countries.  
 
To illustrate this growth, contributions by the Chilean Government in the year 2000, which 
included contributions from the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, CONICYT, MECESUP/Chilean 
universities, and Ministry of Planning and Cooperation (MIDEPLAN), totaled US$ 414,868, 
while in 2003 this amount increased to US$ 1,064,928.  
�
Contributions from the United States government and educational institutions also increased 
last year.  In 2000, the total amount contributed by the United States government, 
universities, and other educational entities was US$ 1,589,172, while in 2003 contributions 
had increased to US$ 2,478,348.  The pattern of financial growth observed during 2003 was 
mainly due to an increase in tuition awards for Chilean grantees from U.S. universities.4  

 
Graph 2. Direct and Indirect Contributions, Years 1 999-2003 
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
In summary, it can be seen that between 1999 and 2002, for each dollar that was allocated 
directly from the total sum of both governments, one dollar was received from educational 
institutions and from co-share programs.5  In 2003 this proportion grew considerably.  In other 
words, the indirect contributions increased.   The records show that out of every five dollars 
received, two came from the Chilean and United States governments, while three were 
indirect funds contributed by universities and educational institutions of both countries. 
 
 

                                                        
4 For more details on the financial contributions of the Fulbright Commission in Chile, see Addendum 4. 
5 It should be noted that  Chilean government direct contributions started in the year 2000.   
�
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